
From 
the CEO…

A 
Tradition
of
Leadership

n October 17, 2002, The
Children’s Aid Society con-

vened its 149th annual meeting.
That in itself was quite impressive:
we were there to launch our 150th
anniversary, as well as to honor
major donors to our World Trade
Center relief efforts.

But something else of significance
occurred that day: I was reappointed
Chief Executive Officer of The
Children’s Aid Society, and I named
C. Warren Moses, affectionately
known as “Pete,” Executive Director
of the agency. Pete had been Chief
Operating Officer and Associate
Executive Director. 

I am thrilled to retain leadership of
the agency, as well as responsibility
for its overall direction and its public
policy direction. Pete Moses will con-
tinue to supervise ongoing operations
in addition to larger responsibilities
with respect to the organization of
service delivery systems. 

Until our annual meeting, I had been
Executive Director for 21 years, only
the ninth leader the agency has had
in its 150 years. Long-term leader-
ship became The Children’s Aid
Society way with our very first head,
our founder Charles Loring Brace,
who remained at the helm of the
agency for 40 years. Our leaders, all
deeply concerned with the well being
of New York City’s most disadvan-
taged children, fought long (and
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n the days and weeks after the
World Trade Center attack, youth

in our various Children’s Aid Society
(CAS) programs began to share their
feelings about the tragedy. Many were
able to find positive ways to express their
fear and confusion; children started toy
or penny drives for victims or used cre-
ativity – drawing, art, dance, writing –
to work through their emotions. 

However, the reactions of some children
in our centers and schools, who live with
tragedy and violence in their communi-
ties every day, were more disturbing.
Many assumed fatalistic attitudes about
the future and became increasingly apa-
thetic and indifferent. Some saw the
WTC tragedy as a warning of future
dangers; others felt it reinforced their
lack of confidence in their futures. We
also began to see more tensions among
children along cultural and racial lines.

In response to these troubling phenom-
ena, The Children’s Aid Society created
“The Hope Initiative,” a multi-faceted
approach to help children, adolescents
and their families cope with post-trau-

matic stress, their sense of victimization
and to reduce the risk of youth engag-
ing in violence. 

Program Components
The Hope Initiative comprises four
components: The Hope Leadership
Academy, Trauma Reduction, Parent
Leadership and the Downstate
Prevention Resource Center: 

Hope Leadership Academy — The
Leadership Academy helps youth, ages
14-24, learn leadership techniques to
empower them to become helpers and
responders, instead of feeling fearful
and victimized. 

“The Hope Initiative was designed to
assist youngsters in our programs, who
may not have been directly affected by
the attack, cope with the damage done
to their sense of security,” said Philip
Coltoff, Chief Executive Officer of
CAS. “By using violence prevention,
victim assistance and prejudice reduc-
tion initiatives, we hope to help young

I
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New Hope Initiative Aids Youth And
Community In Wake Of 9/11

CAS leaders with Downstate launch keynote speaker Christina Hoven. From left to right, Lorna
Palacio Morgan, CAS Chief of Operations, C. Warren “Pete” Moses, CAS Executive Director,
Michael Roberts, CAS Hope Leadership Academy Director, Sandra Morales, CAS DPRC Resource
Manager, Dr. Hoven, Philip Coltoff, CAS Chief Executive Officer.



Civic, Corporate Leaders Honored for 9/11
Philanthropic Direction at CAS Annual Meeting
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t the 149th Annual Meeting
of The Children’s Aid

Society on October 17th, CAS
honored the heads of seven cor-
porate and civic organizations
for their extraordinary philan-
thropic leadership for the benefit
of CAS’s World Trade Center
relief efforts. 

The leaders honored were:
Maxine B. Baker, President and
CEO, Freddie Mac Foundation
and Leland C. Brendsel, Chairman
and CEO, Freddie Mac; The
Honorable Richard M. Daley,
Mayor of the City of Chicago;
Jamie Dimon, Chairman and
CEO, Bank One; Sanjay Kumar,
President and CEO, Computer
Associates International, Inc.;
Lee R. Raymond, Chairman and CEO,
Exxon Mobil Corporation (award
accepted by Arleen Lawson, Executive
Director, ExxonMobil Foundation); Jack
Rosenthal, President, The New York
Times Company Foundation, which
guided The New York Times 9/11
Neediest Fund; and Michael Shulan and
Charles Traub, organizers, “Here is New
York,” the powerful exhibit of pho-
tographs of the World Trade Center
attack and its aftermath.

Each honoree spoke movingly after
receiving his or her award. The audi-
ence of over 350 also heard Lenore
Raimondi, whose husband was lost on

September 11th, speak about the difficul-
ty of the past year and the tremendous
assistance and support given to her by
Children’s Aid.

In addition, CAS honored Senator
Hillary Rodham Clinton for her com-
mitment to the welfare of the children of
New York City and her leadership of
government efforts to aid New York. In
her remarks, Senator Clinton expressed
her gratitude for what The Children’s
Aid Society had accomplished during the
past year, and described what the work of
CAS had meant to New York post-9/11.
“You have exemplified the words of your
mission statement,” she said, and dis-

cussed how well positioned the agency
had been to provide extensive assistance
after the disaster due to its long tradition
of service and its infrastructure for deliv-
ering services.

Children’s Aid has helped thousands
of individuals and families, especially
displaced workers and survivors of
low-wage workers, with emergency
cash assistance, mental health and
other special programs and long-term
scholarship assistance for children of
families of direct victims.

This annual meeting of The Children’s
Aid Society also served to open the cele-
bration of its 150th year.

A

CAS CEO Phil Coltoff with winners of the Charles Loring Brace medal at CAS’ annual meeting. Left to right:
Coltoff, Maxine Baker, Freddie Mac Foundation; Jamie Dimon, Bank One; Arleen Lawson, Exxon Mobil
(who accepted the award for Lee R. Raymond); Michael Shulan, “Here is New York,”; the Honorable Richard
M. Daley, Mayor, City of Chicago; Charles Traub, “Here is New York,”; Jack Rosenthal, The New York Times
Foundation. Not shown: Leland C. Brendsel, Freddie Mac; Sanjay Kumar, Computer Associates.

Circuit City Store Opening Benefits Children’s Aid
The new Circuit City store on 80th and Broadway in Manhattan chose The
Children’s Aid Society to join in a festive celebration on July 18th to mark the
store’s opening. Special guests Tiki Barber of the New York Giants and Ronde
Barber of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers were on hand and played NFL video games
with children from our Frederick Douglass Boys & Girls Club. Promptly at 6
p.m., scores of shoppers flooded the store and the managers of Circuit City,
along with the Barbers, presented CAS Executive Director Phil Coltoff with an
oversized check for $10,000 to support our programs for youth. Circuit City is
a proud sponsor of Boys & Girls Clubs of America, of which Children’s Aid is a
founding member.



Fall 2002  ● The Children’s Aid Society  ● 3

them promote violence and substance
abuse prevention and assist those with

post-traumatic stress in communities
particularly hard hit by the attack. 

The new Resource center will create links
between community service providers
and those in need of new models for
reaching out to different audiences affect-
ed by 9/11. The Downstate Center will
work with community agencies in the
five boroughs, as well as those in
Rockland and Westchester counties, to
provide evaluation tools, profiles of suc-
cessful programs, research on community
needs and training services. 

Morales heads DPRC
Sandra Morales, MSW, is resource
manager of the new Downstate
Prevention Resource Center (DPRC) at
The Children’s Aid Society. She comes
to us from Safe Horizons, where she
held several positions, from School-
based Violence Prevention Coordinator
to Beacon Director. 

On October 11th, The Children’s Aid
Society launched DPRC with a pro-
gram, “Voices from the Field,” which
included prevention service providers
who told DPRC staff what their needs
are and how we can help them. The
Center will also undertake a broader
needs assessment to determine what
community agencies feel are gaps in
services. 

A new video, which premiered at the
DPRC launch, perfectly captures the
goals and methods of the new Hope
Initiative. “It is a terrific visual tool that
illustrates what the Academy is all
about,” said Lorna Palacio Morgan,
CAS’ Chief of Operations. 

people learn to accept and celebrate
diversity, address their beliefs about
violence and enhance their resiliency.” 

Each weekday morning, older partici-
pants, ages 17-24, who are out of
school, attend the Leadership Academy
to work on education and job readiness
activities. The afternoon participants,
ages 14-19, come together from a variety
of CAS programs to work on activities
related to non-violent conflict resolution
and bias awareness. They are trained in
public speaking, conflict-resolution and
violence prevention, and discuss topics
such as relationship abuse, domestic
violence, racism and diversity. These
messages are taught using several meth-
ods, including drama, art, interactive
games, group discussions, script writing
and essay writing. The participants can
take advantage of our full-service tech-
nology lab at the facility.

Teens and young adults in the
Academy come from various CAS pro-
grams, including adolescents aging out

of foster care, youth involved in the
court system and in our community
centers and schools. 

When youth first enter the program,
they are trained to be peer educators,
learning how to conduct workshops for
their peers and adults. In time, partici-
pants move up to become trainers and
learn how to coach other teen leaders in
the prevention strategies. With further
experience, participants then will become
“fellows” and aid in the design of the
Academy’s curriculum. This progression
gives the youth a feeling of accomplish-
ment and a true sense of leadership.  

The first group of 40 youth “graduated”
at the end of the summer. Currently, the

second group of 40 young people,
enrolled in the fall, has joined the 30
youth who remained
from the summer group.
The youngsters involved
in the summer session
are conducting many of
the trainings for the fall
group; therefore, the
strong peer-to-peer ele-
ment is reinforced. In
addition, the Academy
youth are actively
involved in the program
planning to ensure that
their ideas are considered
and incorporated, as
part of the leadership
development aspect of
the Academy.

Roberts leads Academy
Michael Roberts, MSW, has joined
CAS as Director of Violence Prevention
Services. He has been working in the
field of violence prevention with
schools and communities for 10 years,
most recently as Director of Training

and Youth Development for Safe
Horizons. 

Trauma Reduction – CAS has
hired violence prevention special-
ists to facilitate activities and create
opportunities for the youth to
build and support their social
skills, e.g., strengthening their val-
ues, developing conflict resolution
skills, and improving their positive
social control strategies. 

Parent Leadership – CAS has
hired a social worker who will
develop curricula and facilitate
workshops at CAS early childhood
programs to educate parents and

staff on children’s emotional develop-
ment and about specific ways that they
can help their children develop core
strengths that promote nonviolent
behavior.

Downstate Prevention Resource
Center – The fourth component of the
Hope Initiative, the Downstate
Prevention Resource Center (DPRC),
is funded by the Federal Center for
Substance Abuse Prevention and
OASAS, New York State’s Office of
Alcoholism and Substance Abuse
Services. After 9/11, these two agencies
sought ways to establish a technical assis-
tance center where local service providers
could find training and resources to help

New Hope continued from page 1

Breakout sessions helped prevention service providers tell CAS DPRC
staff what their resource needs are. 

Three Hope Academy leaders at the Downstate
Prevention Resource Center launch.



n Sunday, May 12, the ben-
efit premiere of Star Wars:

Episode II Attack of the Clones
was the place to be! This pre-
miere of the latest installment of
George Lucas’ saga was desig-
nated a fundraising event for
children’s charities in 11 cities in
the United States and Canada.
The Children’s Aid Society was
selected by Lucasfilm Ltd. and
Twentieth Century Fox as the
sole beneficiary of the New York
City premiere. “We were happy
to choose the Children’s Aid
Society for the New York charity
premiere of Star Wars: Episode II.
The array of essential services
provided to more than 100,000
kids in need convinced us to
partner with CAS, and the pro-
fessional staff created a memorable
event. We’re proud to have been affiliat-
ed with such a wonderful organization,”
said George Lucas, Chairman,
Lucasfilm, Ltd.

Star Wars fans entered another galaxy at
an out-of-this-world pre-premiere
party. Attendees were able to transform
themselves into their favorite characters
at “Transformation Stations,” hone
their martial arts skills at the “Jedi
Training Camp” or dine on “Cosmic
Cuisine.” After the party, teams of
Storm Troopers escorted guests down
the street to the celebrity-studded pre-
miere. This Mother’s Day event turned

into a red-carpet family affair attended
by Governor George Pataki and First
Lady Libby Pataki, Natalie Portman,
James Earl Jones, Frank Oz, Susan
Sarandon, Michael J. Fox and Tracy

Pollan, Dan Aykroyd
and Donna Dixon,
Jimmy Fallon and
Macaulay Culkin.

The premiere was pre-
sented in partnership
with the Tribeca Film
Festival. “The central
mission of the Tribeca
Film Festival is to cel-
ebrate our community
and the power of film.
We were pleased to
join forces with
Children’s Aid, an
organization serving
the New York City
community for 150
years, to co-host the
Star Wars premiere.

This important fundraiser helped kids
experience film and assisted in revitaliz-
ing Lower Manhattan,” said Jane
Rosenthal, Co-Founder, Tribeca Film
Festival.

The Star Wars premiere raised over
$500,000 to support CAS programs
and services for disadvantaged youth.
Over twelve hundred supporters
attended the premiere pre-party and

more than 1,400 children from
Children’s Aid centers and schools were
the first to see the movie at two private
screenings preceding the premiere.  

Help For New York City Comes From Another Galaxy

O

Children’s Aid Society families were the very first to see Star Wars: Episode II Attack of the Clones. 
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The star of the movie, Natalie Portman,
arrives and is greeted by fans on the red
carpet.

Stormtroopers escort Star Wars fans to the
movie premiere.

Phil Coltoff and Darth Vader meet at the pre-premiere party.



n June 22, 2002, over 250 bas-
ketball enthusiasts from across

the nation came together at Basketball
City to participate in the Inaugural
New Heights Hoop Challenge, a three-
on-three basketball tournament to ben-
efit CAS’ Warriors Program for
Student-Athletes. 

NBA Hall of Famer and New
Heights Event Chairman, Nate
“Tiny” Archibald, was on hand and
spoke about the significance of sports
programs in teaching important life
lessons. “The NBA and The
Children’s Aid Society have a shared
commitment—to teach teamwork,
self-discipline and to serve as a posi-
tive role model for young men and
women. I have long been a fan of
Children’s Aid and I am pleased to
support an organization that utilizes

sports to help young people develop
skills necessary to reach new heights.” 

Stuart Scott, ESPN SportsCenter anchor,
showed his support by rallying the teams
during the Warriors boys and girls show-
case games. Participants and attendees
could even try their luck in the BMW of

Manhattan 4-spot Shootout to win a
BMW X5.

Over $45,000 was raised to support the
CAS Warriors Program. Founded in
2000, this program was developed by
CAS to promote self-discipline, leader-
ship, academic excellence and personal

development in New York City
youth. Warriors’ is a year-round, full-
service program that prepares youth
for success in high school, college
and life.

Registration is now open for the sec-
ond annual New Height Hoop
Challenge, on Saturday, June 21,
2003 at Basketball City at Pier 63.
Participation fee per team is $500.
For more information or to confirm
your participation, please call Susan
Melnyk at 212-949-4945.

New Heights Hoop Challenge:
Giving Kids the Home Court Advantage

Harlem Block Revitalization Receives National Recognition

O

t a press briefing late last spring
in Washington, DC, the Pew

Partnership for Civic Change
announced the results of two years of
research that documented the successful
transformation of The Children’s Aid
Society’s Carmel Hill Project in Harlem.
Carmel Hill is one of only 19 programs
from across the country to be recog-
nized by the Pew Partnership as part of
its “Solutions for America” initiative,
which has conducted in-depth research
on local strategies to address tough
civic and economic challenges. 

“The Children’s Aid Society’s Carmel
Hill Project is demonstrating how
investments in both bricks and mor-
tar and civic infrastructure can
rebuild a community,” said Suzanne
Morse, executive director of the Pew
Partnership. “Physical improvements
to the block plus improvements to
social services, such as health care
and education, have restored hope to
this neighborhood. If you want to
know what works to revital ize a
neighborhood, visit the CAS Carmel
Hill Project on 118th Street in New
York City.”

Pew’s findings show improvements
Among Pew’s findings about Carmel
Hill and its West 118th Street block:

• Nine out of 10 residents feel that those
on the block recognize each other, get
along well, and can be counted on to
take action to improve the community. 

• More than 80% of residents who
have lived on the block for 10 or
more years feel that the block is bet-
ter than it used to be.

• Sixty-two percent of residents sur-
veyed said that they felt safe on their
block alone at night. An additional
32% said that they felt safe at night
on the block if someone else was
with them.

Block residents also described how
they benefit from local services coordi-
nated by The Children’s Aid Society.
Sixty-nine percent of residents sur-
veyed indicated that they had received

A

At Pew Partnership’s “Solutions for America” ceremony were, left to right: George Cecil, V.P.,
Carmel Hill Fund, Ann Hamm, Director, CAS Carmel Hill Project, Bill Ruane, Chairman,
Carmel Hill Fund, and Denise Browne, Community Organizer, CAS Carmel Hill Project.
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NBA Hall of Famer, Nate “Tiny” Archibald, with New
Heights participants. 



time as well. This is the second pool that
is available for children at Wagon Road
Camp and will provide more swimming
opportunities for greater numbers of
New York children – particularly young
people from the city’s poorest communi-

ties – who visit the camp each
summer. Considering that the
New York City government
operates only 43 public pools
for the city’s estimated 1.8 mil-
lion children – or one pool per
42,000 children - this new facil-
ity will give children needed
additional instructional and
recreational swim time.  

This fall, The Children’s Aid
Society will continue the
process of renovating the pool
at our Goodhue Center in
Staten Island. The pool was

built more than 65 years ago, in 1936,
and is slated for a full upgrade to its
former glory. Along with the pool,
Children’s Aid will also renovate the
pool’s bathhouse to create an indoor
activity center for Goodhue’s campers
to enjoy for generations to come.

Our special thanks to the Charles
Hayden Foundation, Cleveland H.
Dodge Foundation, The Heckscher
Foundation, the Staten Island Savings
Bank, The Richmond Savings Bank
and the Empire State Development
Corporation for making these new
pools a reality.
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hop, dine, relax and help a child
in need at the 16th Annual

Miracle on Madison Avenue, Sunday,
Dec. 8, 2002. Miracle brings together
the world’s leading luxury boutiques,
restaurants and galleries in support of
New York’s neediest children. On
Sunday, December 8, over 150 estab-
lishments of the Madison Avenue
community between 57th and 86th
Streets will support this event in their
own unique ways. Retailers including
Ralph Lauren, Donna Karan, Ann
Taylor, Chanel and Crate & Barrel,
will donate 20% of every purchase
made that day to CAS. Galleries also
make a donation to the CAS cause,
health services for children. This year
two exciting new promotions have
been added: at the Taste of Madison
Avenue tent at 68th and Madison,
indulge in the signature dishes and
items of fine Madison Avenue restau-
rants. Or relax at the Borghese Spa
Tent at 70th and Madison, where visi-
tors can sample a few of the luxury
treatments avai lable at  the new
Borghese Spa at 944 Madison (74th
and 75th). For more information
about Miracle on Madison Avenue,
please call 212-949-4945. To volun-
teer, call 212-949-4683.

Are you a Leader of the Pack? On
Sunday, May 4, 2003, join family,
friends and recreational cyclists at a
25-year-old springtime tradition –
Bike New York .  The r ide takes
cyclists on 42 miles of traffic-free
streets, highways, avenues and bridges
through the five boroughs of New
York City, with net
proceeds of  CAS
Leader of the Pack
registrat ions to
benefit Children’s
Aid. Thirty thou-
sand riders  from
around the world
are expected to par-
ticipate; however,
Leaders of the Pack receive a front-
line position at the Start Line, find 
a picnic lunch waiting at the Tour-

ending festival and receive Tour sou-
venirs when registered through CAS as

a Leader of the
Pack rider. CAS
is very pleased to
be offering 100
of these positions
at a registration
fee of $150 each.
(One hundred
percent of net
proceeds of the

Leader of the Pack registration fees will
benefit CAS.) To register as a Leader of
the Pack rider, please call 212 949-4936.

Upcoming Events
for Shoppers 
and Bikers

S

New Pool Makes A Big Splash At
Wagon Road Camp

hildren at The Children’s Aid
Society’s Wagon Road Camp in

Chappaqua, New York had something
special to cheer about this summer
with the addition of a sparkling new
swimming pool to their campgrounds.

The new pool, completed in early July
just in time for the first camp session,
was officially inaugurated at a ceremo-
ny on July 16th. Funders, board mem-
bers, local government officials and
staff joined young campers for the rib-
bon-cutting event. The youngsters
“christened” the pool with a jump into
the deep end and then dazzled the
guests with their own synchronized
swim routine.  

The pool reaches five feet in depth and is
fully handicapped accessible so young
people with disabilities who attend our
respite programs can enjoy added swim

C

Kids get in the swim at the new Wagon Road pool.

Silicon 
Charity

visit us online 
@

www.childrensaidsociety.org

Donate, keep up with 
the latest CAS news, hear 

the new CAS jingle... 



Blah Blah Blah Wills – But Read On
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CHILDREN’S AID
NEEDS WHEELS!

Can you help?
If you have a van in excellent 

condition that you or your company 
are getting ready to sell or trade in, 
won’t you consider donating it to 

The Children’s Aid Society? We are in 
desperate need of replacing our old 
clunker, which shuttles all over the 

city on CAS errands.

Here’s what we need:
• Less than 5 years old 

or 60,000 miles 
• Non-commercial 

(side and back windows) 
• 1 ton rating 

(could get by with 3/4 ton) 
• Automatic transmission 

If you can help us, please call Cathy at

212.949.4936
Thanks!

some form of personal assistance from
the Carmel Hill Project, such as after-
school programs, GED instruction or
day care.

Bill Ruane, a partner and benefactor for
the Carmel Hill project, was The
Children’s Aid Society’s honored guest

at the briefing in recognition for his
generosity and commitment to making
the Carmel Hill project a success. 

“The condition of some of the housing
on the block 10 years ago was
appalling,” said Ann Hamm, director
of the Carmel Hill Project. “Now, you
can’t walk down the block without seeing
the tremendous impact of renovated

housing and safe activities for children.
The research conducted by the Pew
Partnership has also helped us docu-
ment the more intangible results, such
as the confidence and pride of residents
in their neighborhood.” 

To learn more about the Carmel Hill pro-
ject, visit www.pew-partnership.org
or www.childrensaidsociety.org.

Harlem Revitalized continued from page 5

On September 4, 500 New Yorkers ‘got down’
to fashion designer Diane von Furstenberg’s loft
in Tribeca for a private exhibit and auction of
Ruben Toledo’s artwork to benefit CAS. This
series of thirty-two original watercolors was
created exclusively for Interview magazine and
were featured in a special September “Get
Down” section of the magazine. Over $45,000
was raised from the auction for the benefit of
The Children’s Aid Society’s WTC Relief Fund. Phil Coltoff and artist Ruben Toledo

Hosts Diane von Furstenberg, Lou Reed
and Laurie Anderson

“Get Down” New York

ver the years you’ve probably read
so many words about wills that

you could teach a college course on the

subject. You know, for example, that
nearly everybody needs a will and yet
most people procrastinate about getting
one. You know that a will can be used
to provide for loved ones, make special
bequests, name guardians and to gener-
ally make life easier for those who sur-
vive your death. You know all this stuff.
Blah blah blah blah.

So why should you read on?

Because we have a gift for you, an anti-
dote for the blahs. We would like to
send you a free packet of material that
contains up-to-date information about
wills and general estate planning. Good
stuff. Interesting stuff. We call it our
“Will Information Kit.”

Read what these folks have to say
about our Will Information Kit:

“I no longer have the estate planning
blahs. Your kit cured me for good.” 

– Willing Wilber, Willbury, Wyoming

“After reading your material, I ran to
the attorney’s office to update my will.
We fell in love and were married the
next day. I owe it all to your marvelous
Will Kit.”

– Wilma Willer, Willtown, Wisconsin

“I used to have trouble waking up in
the morning. Now, all I do is read a few
paragraphs of your material and I
bound out of bed ready and willing for
the day.”

– Will Wilson, Willingham, West Virginia

Seriously, we are proud of the CAS Will
Information Kit and we think you will
find it valuable. Your packet is here,
ready to mail. All you need to do is call
us at (212) 949-4936.

The faster you act, the sooner we can
rush you our Will Information Kit.

O



hard) battles throughout the decades,
and I am happy and a little awed to
retain leadership in this new century.

The last two decades have been a period
of dynamic expansion. While I am
deeply proud of many of Children’s Aid’s
accomplishments during this time, our
community schools initiative is one of
which I am particularly proud. While we
partner with the Department of
Education in 10 public community
schools in Manhattan and the Bronx –
including our newest, C.S. 61 and J.H.S.
98, my alma maters – our approach
serves as a model for adaptations in over
100 sites in the U.S. and abroad. Our
new expanded manual for educators and
our new PSAs for parents interested in
changing their local public schools are
helping carry our education message far
and wide.

I am also very proud of the role I have
personally had in influencing and
expanding other innovative programs to
help more children in New York City. We
have changed the city’s approach to foster
care, to youth at-risk of involvement with
the courts, to enrollment of children in
public health insurance, to treatment of
homeless families, to care for medically
and emotionally fragile foster children. 

Pete, too, has been a critical leader at
CAS. He has been with the agency for 33
years, and has served as youth develop-
ment supervisor, program director, camp
director and center director for CAS. He
was an important contributor to the
development of The Children’s Aid
Society’s community schools program,
directing the Society’s first school in
Washington Heights in 1992. As our
operations head, he has been in touch
with the city’s youth, parents, social ser-
vice providers and officials. 

Both Pete and I are looking forward,
however, not back, to helping more of
New York’s children and families with
more cost-effective programs that will
become local, state and national models
for change. We can’t think of a better
way to lead. 

Philip Coltoff
Chief Executive Officer

From the Chief Executive Officer…
continued from page 1
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NEWS

Put a camera into a child’s hands, and there are often surprising developments. The
Children’s Aid Society had a chance to see what came to light when Boys & Girls
Clubs (BGCA) asked CAS to host a regional exhibit of winning photos from

ImageMakers, BGCA’s national
youth photography program
sponsored by the Circuit City
Foundation. 

Early last summer at Studio
712 Gallery in Chelsea, The
Chi ldren ’s  Aid Soc iety
showcased the 20 winning
photographs chosen from
more than 60 submissions
CAS received from Boys &

Girls clubs throughout the Northeast. Images from eight states were entered
into the northeastern regional competition in four age divisions and five cate-
gories, including color process, black & white process, alternative process,
digital and photo essay.

Pictured at the exhibit opening are Bicky Kellner (left), CAS trustee and judge of the
photo contest and 18-year-old Erica Vitorino from the Boys & Girls Club of Greater
Lowell, Massachusetts, next to her winning image, “Beautiful.” All regional winners
have their photos entered into the national competition with a chance to win a trip to
the ESPN X-Games in Philadelphia, $100 and a new digital camera. 

Special thanks go to all of the esteemed judges, including internationally acclaimed pho-
tographer Kenro Izu, Adam Eidelberg, faculty member of the International Center for
Photography and Ms. Kellner. We also thank Thomas Werner, owner of Studio 712
Gallery, for the generous donation of his gallery space for the event.

CAS Elects 
New Trustee 
Robert Wolf, Managing Director, Fixed
Income, for UBS Warburg, was elected to
the Board of Trustees of The Children’s
Aid Society at its meeting in May
2002. A member of the UBS Warburg
Management Committee and Divisional
Board, Wolf is the Joint Global Head
of Fixed Income. He received his bach-
elor’s of science from Wharton at the
University of Pennsylvania, and has
served on a number of boards, includ-
ing the Board of Directors for the
Bond Market Association, the board of
the Multiple Myeloma Research
Foundation, and the Advisory Board of
University of Pennsylvania Athletics. He
is married with two children. 


